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I write at the beginning of May when, in my opinion, the countryside 

looks its best.  The bright green of the new leaves forms a tapestry of 

colour and this year I was able to spend time twice in the most 

abundant bluebell woods.  I am sure many of your have been able to 

do the same.  I sent a video of the bluebell woods to a friend in 

Australia who many years ago visited the UK and bluebells were a 

lasting memory.  They are extraordinary and very prolific this year.   

They say that we are able to tell the seasons just by our senses.  For 

example you can tell a Spring morning from a summer one – there is 

a whole different feel and atmosphere.  Try it – go outside early 

tomorrow and think middle of October – it just doesn’t work.   



Living in a rural area is quite new to me and apart from the biting 

insects – a delight!   I have an invisible label around my neck 

whenever I exit the house ‘Lunch is served’.  Pesky things.   

Spring in the church always means Lent and Easter and this year was 

the first when we could ‘do’ the services properly after Covid.  Palm 

Sunday we walked carrying our branches, Maundy Thursday we 

remembered Jesus washing the feet of his friends, the church is 

stripped of its decoration for Good Friday and Easter Saturday and 

then the glorious Easter Evening service with all the drama of new 

fire and candles, bells and saucepan lids, anything that makes a 

noise, to mark the resurrection.  The lights go on and we sing the 

joyous Easter Songs.  Unlike Christmas, Easter lasts three days. 

It is no wonder that chicks, and lambs appear in commercial Easter 

Cards for Easter is all about ‘newness’.  I am never too sure where 

the rabbits belong.   However, an abundance of toy rabbits took up 

residence the All Saints Plumpton, each with their own Easter egg.   

At St Peter Offham the flower arrangers decorated the church so 

well and the Easter Garden will remain in place for the next few 

weeks.    

Marking special times and days is something we have sorely missed 

these last two years.  Our routines, deeply embedded, were 

disrupted both in families and society.  We seem to have lost the 

familiar patterns, the regular holiday, the marking of the seasons.  

People seem to be muddled up – can it really be May?  What 

happened in between seems only yesterday it was Christmas.!  I 

remember a lockdown Covid quip – ‘In case you have lost count, 

today is the 37th of October’. 



But we now have a specific date to work 

to – the Queen’s Jubilee and both 

Parishes are working to mark this special 

and unique event.   On the morning of 

Friday 3rd June there will be a Flower 

Festival Trail around the two Parishes: St 

Peter Offham, Old Hamsey, East Chiltington, St Michael in Plumpton 

College and All Saints Plumpton Green.  We have produced a map to 

do a round trip including them all which I shall walk in my 

imagination as it is quite a distance.  However keen walkers are 

already pacing the trail and a map will be available on the St Peter 

website and below this newsletter.    You could, of course, just visit 

by car! 

There will be refreshments at St Peter Offham and East Chiltington to 

keep you going.  All the displays are bound to be delightful but the 

one at St Michael and All Angels in the College will be made by the 

floristry students and having seen their past work, it is bound to be 

splendid. 

In the last few months 

considerable work has been done 

on the stonework at St Peter 

Offham – all around the back 

where you cannot see it.  Much 

repointing to deal with damp.  

Two or three large trees came 

down in the bad weather blocking 

The Drove and fortunately not 

damaging the new work.  

However, this put local residents 

without power for days and they 

had to resort to hot food and 



phone charging thanks to a ‘Refreshment Van’ parked in the church 

drive supplied by the electricity suppliers.   

We were delighted to receive two skilfully worked kneelers both in 

celebration and in memory.  One for Lord Tim Renton, and the other 

for Phyllida and Andrew Stewart-Roberts each of whom were active 

members of St Peter Offham for many years.   

Old Hamsey is looking resplendent with a new fence, render 

removed and new pointing exposing the flints.  The windows have 

been completely repaired and restored.  Our thanks to the Friends of 

Hamsey who raise funds to maintain the building.   

As we settle into summer. I hope you can have time with family and 

friends – even take a holiday somewhere special.   I am sure we all 

do so with a sense of gratitude that the worse appears to be over.  

Life will not return to what it was but like the turning of the seasons, 

spring and summer come around with their settled regularity, 

timeless and constant.  ‘As long as the earth remains, there will be 

planting and harvest, cold and heat; winter and summer, day and 

night. Genesis 8.22.   The same yet always also different. 
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