Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are places that are great for nature – supporting
important habitats and species across the UK.
In Sussex we have more than 600 LWS, covering 5% of the county.
They encompass a wide variety of special habitats, from vegetated shingle and
chalk grassland to woodland ghylls and wetlands. And they are home to many
rare and threatened species. Sussex LWS were formerly known as Sites of
Nature Conservation Importance (SNCIs) and the first sites were designated
in the early 1990s.
LWS are non-statutory, but they provide crucial additional spaces for
nature alongside the statutory protected sites network. In many cases, LWS
buffer and connect statutory sites, creating stepping stones and corridors for
our wildlife to move around the landscape.
LWS have a range of owners and managers, including local councils, private
landowners, nature conservation organisations and voluntary ‘Friends of’ groups.
Some are publicly accessible while others are not. But what they all have in
common is their importance for nature.

Red Hemp-nettle – a critically
endangered species that benefits from
Local Wildlife Site designation. Photo:
Neil Fletcher/Sussex Wildlife Trust

What are Local Wildlife Sites?

Being an LWS owner

If you are the owner of an LWS, you have a great
opportunity to contribute to nature conservation
in Sussex. While the designation does not place any
management obligations on owners, we encourage
everyone to consider wildlife in how they manage
their land. Many LWS owners manage their site(s)
for wildlife, recognising the benefits and enjoyment
that can bring.
We recognise that land can serve a range
of different purposes, and that management
needs to fit with your interests and aspirations.
We also recognise that some sites, by their very
nature, do not require any active management.
Whatever your situation, we can provide general
management advice and direct you to external
sources of specialist advice and support, including
stewardship schemes and grants.

Ghyll woodland is one of the special habitats encompassed
within the LWS network. Photo: Matt Turley/Sussex Wildlife Trust

The LWS designation does not grant anyone
access rights to your site, beyond any existing
rights of way that are in place. It also does not
place any obligation on you to increase access.

Why are Local Wildlife Sites important?
›

They are home to special habitats and species, many of them rare and threatened

›

They provide additional spaces for nature alongside statutory sites, creating stepping-stones
and corridors for our wildlife to move around the landscape

›

They can be vital spaces for people and communities to connect with nature

›

They are recognised in local planning

About the Sussex LWS Initiative

The Sussex LWS Initiative was established in
2018. It is supported by a broad partnership
of organisations, working under the umbrella
of the Sussex Local Nature Partnership. The
Initiative is hosted by Sussex Wildlife Trust and
the survey programme is delivered by the Sussex
Local Wildlife Sites Officer, who is based at
Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre.

LWS and local planning

LWS are recognised and valued by local planning
authorities across Sussex and the importance of
these sites is recognised in their Local Plans.

Find out more

For more information about the Sussex LWS
Initiative visit lws-sussex.org.uk, email LWSSussex@sussexwt.org.uk or call us on 01273
497538.

Vegetated shingle at Normans Bay LWS. Vegetated shingle is an
internationally rare habitat. Photo: Dan Watkins

The LWS review process

Sussex LWS are reviewed in accordance with
guidance set out in Defra’s 2006 publication,
Local Sites: Guidance on their Identification,
Selection and Management, and against the
Sussex LWS Initiative’s locally agreed selection
criteria.
Sites are surveyed on a rolling programme
by the Local Wildlife Sites Officer. With so many
sites to survey, they are prioritised according
to various factors, including the length of time
since the last survey and the fragility of the
habitat.
At the end of the survey season, results are
reviewed by a panel of local experts, the Sussex
Local Wildlife Sites Technical Panel. It is the
panel’s role to decide if a site should be selected
as a Local Wildlife Site, or, in the case of existing
Local Wildlife Sites, if the site should be retained,
amended or de-selected. Site owners and local
planning authorities are notified of the panel’s
decision and given the opportunity to comment.

