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Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 
 
HYMN 234  
 
1 Christ, Whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

3 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see; 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

 
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
May the Lord absolve us from our offences, + 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
 



The Collect 
Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:  
grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 
A reading from the New Testament 

Acts 11 1=18 
Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem 

11 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the 

word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, 

‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, 

step by step, saying, 5 ‘ 

I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it 

closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice 

saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 

unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God 

has made clean, you must not call profane.” 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled 

up again to heaven.  

At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The 

Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 

also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel 

standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give 

you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I began to speak, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the 

Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If 

then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 

that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, 

‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 148 

Praise for God’s Universal Glory 

1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights! 

2 Praise him, all his angels; 

    praise him, all his host! 



3 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 

    and you waters above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

    for he commanded and they were created. 

6 He established them for ever and ever; 

    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

    you sea monsters and all deeps, 

8 fire and hail, snow and frost, 

    stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

9 Mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars! 

10 Wild animals and all cattle, 

    creeping things and flying birds! 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

    princes and all rulers of the earth! 

12 Young men and women alike, 

    old and young together! 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his glory is above earth and heaven. 

14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 

    praise for all his faithful, 

    for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord! 

New Testament Reading 
Revelation 21. 1-6 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples,  

and God himself will be with them;  

4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’ 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write 

this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 



Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water 

of life.  

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN  
 

1 Now is eternal life,  
If risen with Christ we stand  
In him to life reborn,  
And holden in his hand;  
No more we fear death’s ancient dread,  
In Christ arisen from the dead.  
 

2 For God, the living God,  
Stooped down to man’s estate;  
By death destroying death,  
Christ opened wide life’s gate:  
He lives, who died;  
he reigns on high;  
Who lives in him shall never die.  
 

3 Unfathomed love divine, 
Reign thou within my heart; 

From thee nor depth nor height, 
Nor life nor death can part; 

Our life is hid with God in thee, 
Now and through all eternity 

The Gospel 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may  
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’  
Alleluia 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (John 13. 31-35 
All Glory be to thee O Lord 
 
The New Commandment 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 

Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 

Reflection 

“A new command I give you: Love one another....”    

We know that the disciples did not always work together in some seamless harmony.  They were 
different personalities, had different strengths and weaknesses.  But they were bound together with 
something bigger than themselves – they shared the same life force within them – the life that Jesus 
gave them.   I remember someone saying to me that despite all our differences we are all looking in the 
same direction – that is towards God.  But equally, imagine if we could all stand in a circle with the 
person of Jesus Christ in the centre like the hub of a wheel.  Each of us would have a slightly different 
perspective, see things from a different angle, but we would each be looking at Jesus.   

In his letter to the church at Ephesus Paul encourages the Christians to understand that now they are 
believers in Jesus their lives are to change.  Paul uses the image of a body to explain what happens to us 



when we believe in Jesus and have faith in him.  We become a part of him; taken up into his life now.  Or 
as Rowan Williams so well expresses it, we become ‘submerged into the life of Christ’.  

We come into a new family with a new name, and a new Father.   This is the foundation of our being 
able to begin to obey the commandment to love one another.  Not based on feelings or opinions but out 
of a shared parenting.  We are brothers and sisters in the one body, we share the same blood, ‘ though 
we are many we are one’. The ties are familial.   

But even that image has its difficulties – we all have positive and negative experiences of family. And 
that will be true in the church.  But whereas in life we can walk away from difficult relationships, now 
here we have no such choice.  If we are to have any claim to love Jesus the Christ – this overrides all 
else.   

It means that for some relationships we will have to work hard, as others will have to work hard to love 
us.   This is not love as presented to us by the world – warm emotions – this is a settled commitment of 
looking at the other and seeing in them the image of God, however marred, just as the image is marred 
in us.  This is what we are to love in the other and yes that can be hard to do at times.  But turning away 
is not an option.   

How do we learn how to love?   How do we develop the ‘fruit of the Spirit’?  How does God work on us 
and in us?  Through others.  Some people are easy, some more like sandpaper, but they are to remove 
the roughness off us (if we are not reduced to dust in the process!).  

Through working with difficulties in relationships we can (and note ‘can’) learn the virtues of patience, 
kindness and goodness.  These cannot be learned in any other way.   

Such virtues are called the ‘fruits of the Spirit’ for good reason.  In contrast to the ‘gifts of the Spirit’ 
which come to us by grace with no work on our part, fruits suggest growth, time, and maturity until they 
become ripe and sweet.  So hang in there!   

“As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 

Intercessions 
 

That our risen Saviour may fill us and the church throughout the world 
with the joy of his 

glorious and life-giving resurrection … 
we pray to the Father. 
 
That isolated and persecuted churches 

may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter … 
we pray to the Father. 
 
That God may grant us humility 
to be subject to one another in Christian love …  
we pray to the Father. 
 
That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter …  
we pray to the Father. 
 
That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world … 
we pray to the Father. 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, 

the weak and the dying, 
to comfort and strengthen them … 
we pray to the Father. 



 
That, according to his promises, 
all who have died in the faith of the resurrection 
may be raised on the last day … 
we pray to the Father. 
 
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, 
so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, 
we pray to the Father. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, 
so his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy;  
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus Christ, 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
be with you now and always. 
Amen 



HYMN  
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav'n to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in Heav'n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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